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Rett NZ Newsletter – February 2007
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Breakthrough in Rett syndrome research
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Research on mice has shown that the neurological symptoms of Rett syndrome can be reversed if the cause of the disorder can be treated. This is a highly encouraging finding and will hopefully motivate further research.

“This paper shows that while Rett syndrome has a neurodevelopmental component, it should not be considered a strictly neurodevelopmental disorder with a point of no return. The key finding is a proof of concept.”  

OMF Financial Golf Day
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OMF’s big day draws closer and will host some 150 people at Gulf Harbour Resort on the 26th of February. Thanks to Kevin O’Sullivan and Liz Bell of OMF, Rett NZ will be the recipient of any monies raised on the day.

Te Puke Citizens Club again supports Rett NZ

[image: image5.png]RYDGES

HOTELS*RESORTS



The overwhelming support of Rett NZ by the Te Puke, Bay of Plenty area continues with the Citizens Club hosting a mini version of our annual Charity Auction Dinner on the 24th of March. Some 30 auction items will go under the hammer amongst live music and food.

Promotion of 2nd Annual Charity Dinner Starts 
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DLE’s will hit the printer this week as a way of promoting this year’s Charity Dinner Auction at Sky City Auckland. With upwards of 50 tables needing to be sold this time, we are getting the word out early. If you would like some of these sent out to you for distribution to potential ticket buyers, please contact rob on 021 548 968.
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Rett NZ Membership

Membership is being encouraged in order to not only assist with administration costs, but to ensure our network of family and caregiver information is up to date and accessible (on permission from yourselves). 

Membership fees have been set at $25.00 for Rett Families and $49.00 for Rett Associates. In return you will receive access to significant discounts at our events, a monthly newsletter and Rett Families will qualify for personal grant submissions to assist with funding of personal items. These submissions will be assessed by the trust and one independent person on a case by case basis. We will tell you more about this in the coming months.
Empowerment Conference, Rydges Rotorua – April 27th/28th,2007

Registration forms for the Conference will appear on our website this week. Many hours have been spent debating where the registration costs should be pitched for the event so as to ensure access to all families and encourage a good attendance.
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In an attempt to clarify how registration costs will be applied;
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Grant Submissions

Your trust will look to develop and formal grant application process in the coming months, whereby families can apply for assistance to purchase equipment needed for everyday life.

A group made up of trustee’s and an independent person will assess each application to determine it’s validity before accepting or declining. The trust’s view is that providing sufficient funds are available, this money could be used for equipment, carer support and or travel related to medical intervention. We will keep you posted on the development of this service in the coming months.
On Line Store
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Another service to be offered in the coming months will be the introduction of our Rett Store. This web based store will provide access to items such as promotional wrist bands, t shirts and other items. If you have any feedback on what you would like to see made available, please contact us at rett.info@nzord.org.nz
Welcome to our newest families

Rett NZ would like to welcome our newest members Shani Renwick and her daughter Jaime. 

Something to Laugh At
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Your President

Rob Pakes
Accommodation


Will be $45.00 per night for Rett Families and $85 for Rett Associates





Conference Fee (with accommodation)


$15.00 for Rett Families and $25.00 for Associates





Saturday Evening Dinner


A 3-course hangi experience including show will be $15 for Rett Family Members (per person) and $30 for Rett Associates (per person).





Day Rate Only


Should you wish to attend the conference only on the Saturday your rates would be $30 per person for Rett Family Members and $35 per person for Rett Associates.





Day Rate plus Dinner


Should you wish to also attend the Saturday evening dinner your cost would be $40.00 for Rett Family members (per person) and $55.00 for Rett Associate Members (per person).





Each “weekend registration” (Friday/Saturday accommodation plus meals will receive 1 x complimentary Rett NZ t shirt. Additional Rett NZ t shirts will be available at registration on the weekend for $30.00
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