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Greetings.  Firstly, please accept my apologies for the lack of newsletters over recent months. Work and personal commitments coupled with those of Rett NZ have seen me struggle to get these out.

I would like to take the opportunity to thank all of our volunteers for their dedication over the past year and again urge parents to, where they can, help. The Rett NZ Trust is made up entirely of volunteers and without the efforts of this small group, our Trust would simply not exist. 

Chronologically, it is worth looking back over the year to see just how much has been achieved;

January

· The trust receives a $9000 donation from The Bank of Queensland after viewing the 60 Minutes Programme on the other side of the Tasman

· Rett NZ has charitable trust status approved by the Charities Commission

February

· OMF Financial select Rett NZ as their charity of choice and at their Annual Golf Day raise and donate $20,000 to our cause

· With the help of NZ ORD, Rett NZ develops an online Forum and delivers its own bank account

March

· Te Puke Citizens Club host a local fundraiser for Rett NZ raising $15375 and create further awareness throughout the BoP in both the Te Puke & BoP Times

April

· Rett NZ deliver it’s inaugural Parent Conference, attended by some 60-70 families with guest speakers including Kathy Hunter (Washington), Dr Michael Sullivan, DR Haemish Crawford and Dahpney Rixon. In somewhat of a first, these sessions are filmed and made available via video POD cast to the Internet community

May

· Sees the arrival of 100 copies of Kathy Hunters Rett Handbook Edition 2, donated by the Deane Endowment Trust. These are distributed to families, specialists and Hospital Wards throughout the country to create further awareness and understanding within the community

September

· After 6 months of planning and with an incredible amount of support from the Amos and Giltrap families, the 2nd Annual Charity Dinner is delivered to approximately 400 people at Auckland’s Sky City. 

· Our Champion and face of Retts, Mike McRoberts samples French hospitality in Paris but encourages the lovely Hilary Barry to step in.
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The event delivers new levels of awareness including an article in New Idea magazine and posts a profit of approximately $110,000

Looking ahead 2008, the trust is in a very strong position to deliver further on it’s initial 3 year plan. 

· OMF Financial has confirmed again their support of Rett NZ and will hold their annual Golf Tournament on the 11th of February.

· Our 2nd Parent Conference will be held in Wellington in April with Kathy Hunter and John Christodolou confirmed to attend and speak

· The trust will work towards representing our country at the World Rett Congress to be held in France around October.

· Framework for legacy plans and internal grant applications will be delivered to our parents for sign off

· Our 3rd Annual Charity Dinner will take place
In all a very successful year for Rett New Zealand. As families we will continue to face day-to-day struggles in 2008. Strength will come from continuing to develop a network and community of support.


To Mike and Paula who have been with us from the start and are to thank for our ever increasing awareness, thank you.

To Anna Rowberry who has offered her support and support of Mike as co ambassador in the coming months, thank you and welcome aboard. 

This time of year can be overwhelming for many of us. Remember that we are here to help. Take time to reward yourself, even if it is for 1 day. As caregivers, we need to look after ourselves as well. God bless and Merry Christmas.
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Rob Pakes

President-December 2007

“Somehow I can't believe that there are any heights that can't be scaled by a man who knows the secrets of making dreams come true. This special secret, it seems to me, can be summarized in four Cs. They are curiosity, confidence, courage, and constancy, and the greatest of all is confidence. When you believe in a thing, believe in it all the way, implicitly and unquestionably” 

Walt Disney
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