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To all of you, welcome to 2007 and happy New Year. I would like to take this opportunity to quickly touch base with you all to say hi, thank you for your support in late 06 and give you some insight into our exciting plans for 07. 

On Sunday October 29 of last year, we were directed by the group of parents attending the Sunday breakfast to set up Rett NZ. A trust was therefore formed under the make up of established as President: Rob Pakes;Vice President: Mark Campbell; Treasurer: Doug Laing; Research Committee: Stephen and Vicky Low; Fundraising Chair: Megan Pakes; Education & Musical Therapy Chair: Jean Campbell; Vocational Adviser Chair: Christine Morrison; National Co-ordinator: Gillian Deane. 

In recent weeks John Cartwright of Te Puke was also elected secretary and will assist the trust with it’s administrative and fundraising activities.

Perhaps the most exciting news of the Sunday was the acceptance by Mike McRoberts to become our NZ Ambassador. Mike's profile within NZ as an award winning journalist has already been a great help to us in opening doors and his enthusiasm and personal interest in our cause is greatly appreciated. 

In addition to grant submissions, a draft 2-year business plan was compiled and signed of by the trustee’s. The plan has been designed as a live document to enable changes to it as the trust quickly grows.

At a high level, some of our goals within the first 24 months include;

	Year 1
	Year 2

	· The nomination of committee candidates 

· The securing of a charitable trust status

· The creation of financial accounts and auditable compliance

· The delivery of a draft business plan to the wider group of parents

· The creation of an RTNZ membership scheme to mitigate cost and create organic revenue streams

· The delivery of a new logo as a platform to launch merchandising opportunities as a vehicle for further awareness and revenue streams

· Development of available media platforms to improve awareness (Rett Forum)

· The creation of framework around a National Diagnosis structure involving RTNZ, GP’s and other health services

· The delivery of the first ever Rett NZ Parents Workshop

· The delivery of the 2nd Annual Rett Charity Dinner

· The securing of a minimum of 3 Tier 1 sponsors to allow the trust to complete it’s 3 primary tasks in addition to providing a platform for years 2 & 3
	· Election or re-election of the committee for the following 12 months

· Delivery of a financial statement for the previous 12 months

· Finalisation of the National Diagnosis framework and delivery

· Delivery of the 2nd RTNZ Parent Workshop and 3rd Annual RTNZ Charity Dinner

· The creation of framework around an Australasian programme to promote the sponsorship of a Paediatric Graduate to the US

· The creation of framework around the possible delivery of paediatric Teleconferencing within NZ homes in conjunction with Mike Sullivan

· Completion of the delivery of 5 tier 1 sponsors to complete sponsorship associations

· To have raised our initial target amount of $500,000 for use within the three areas of framework identified

· Review of Business Plan and delivery of goals for the following 24 months


Fundraising 

Fundraising will this year focus around three key events being

· The 2nd Annual Charity Dinner, to be held at Sky City Auckland on the 26th of September

· The OMF Financial Golf Day to be held on the 26th of February (Retts is the recipient)

· The first ever Toll NZ “Ride for Rett” Day truck ride and parade throughout NZ(date to be confirmed)
Your trust is also working hard on securing 5 long term partners for the Rett NZ Trust and at this early stage are holding promising talks with  ING NZ, Toll NZ, Rydges Group and Genesis.

If you have any ideas on how to generate monies and or awareness in you area, please do not hesitate to contact us and the trust will work with you to promote your particular event.

Empowerment Workshop Rydges Rotorua – April 27th/28th, 2007     
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Where information is concerned we have also been very busy and can confirm the dates of our first ever Rett NZ “Empowerment” Workshop to be held in Rotorua at Rydges Hotel on the 27th and 28th of April. This workshop will comprise of registration and meet and greet drinks on the Friday night, followed by a full day on Saturday of informative speaker sessions and demonstrations.

We are delighted to confirm the attendance of Mike McRoberts, Dr Michael Sullivan of Christchurch, Dr Hamish Crawford, IRSA President and Founder Kathy Hunter, renowned music therapist Yid Ee Goh and staff from Spectronics NZ.

Time will be allocated during the Saturday for a question and answer session, which is to also be recorded for Telepaedeatric technology. If you have any questions you would like to put to the group, these should be forwarded to myself, Gillian Deane or posted on the Forum on our web site by no later than April1.

Registrations for the conference will be available on the RTNZ website shortly and the trust is working hard on a budget to make it possible for all Rett families to attend. At this point in time there will be a small cost to you, but we are hopeful that it will be manageable for everyone, thanks to support from our sponsors. 
A new look

Thanks to AT Cat design, a fresh new logo was delivered just prior to Christmas, which reflects a strong NZ flavour. The design work was completed “gratis” and large thanks must go to Catriona Carter for her efforts and time.

DLE sized info flyers are now also hitting hospitals and GP’s rooms in your area to create further awareness. If you would like some to place locally, please email rob at rpakes@tollnz.co.nz
Thank you Jeff, Donna and BOQ
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I was recently handed a cheque from the Bank of Queensland for $8879 to assist with our up and coming events. A personal friend saw the programme, which aired on 60Minutes late last year and approached Group Executive of National Franchise Banking – Donna Quinn for help. Donna had no hesitation in getting involved and pledged to match every dollar Jeff Walls raised up to $4000 Aus. Jeff quickly raised the $4000 and thanks to his and Donna’s efforts we will now have more finances to help us through the coming year.

Thank you Seeka NZ
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In November Seeka Industries Bay of Plenty held a Golf Day for their growers throughout the Bay of Plenty and kindly donated the proceeds of a Charity Golf Hole to RTNZ. These donations raised $880 and thanks must go out to Steve Nelmes and Cathy Smith for their support. 

In closing, if you have not yet provided us with your contact details and feel comfortable doing so, please email them to me at rpakes@tollnz.co.nz. This information will be stored in a database I am compiling and will not be made public without your consent.

Something to laugh at
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Your President

Rob Pakes
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